
Lent 2014 
Habakkuk and His Questions… 

Habakkuk 1-3 
March 9th, 2014 !!

I. WHY does God do NOTHING? (1:1-11) !
A. The SILENCE of GOD. (1:2) 
B. The DARKNESS of the WORLD around us. (1:3-4) 
C. When God STOPS doing NOTHING. (1:5-11) !

“How long, O Lord…?”  We can all identify with Habakkuk’s initial prayer.  We’ve all 
waited for God to show up and act.  Some of us are waiting still.  We want Him to act…
just like Habakkuk did.  But sometimes when He acts we wonder what He is doing. !
1. When have you felt like God was silent or did nothing in your life?  How did you 

handle that situation? 
2. When has God done something that amazed you (1:5), whether it was a good 

amazement or an “I can’t believe it” amazement?  What have you learned through 
that experience? !

II. HOW can God ALLOW this? (1:12-2:20) !
A. The PROBLEM with God as we UNDERSTAND Him. (1:12-2:1) 
B. Living by FAITH and not by CERTAINTY. (2:4) 
C. Faith in His PURPOSES and POWER. (2:13,14,20) !

It’s one thing for God to appear to do nothing.  It’s quite a different story when it looks 
like he is doing something that we can’t reconcile with what we know of who He is.  We 
seem to be hungry for certainty.  We want to understand the why.  But faith isn’t wired 
that way.  Faith is about trusting when you don’t understand. !
3. What do we know, without a shadow of a doubt, about God?   
4. In what areas of your life do you find it hardest to live by faith and not by certainty? 
5. What does 2:20 mean?  How do we or how can we apply it to our lives? !
III. Will I TRUST God and His WAYS? (3:1-19) !

A. SURRENDERING to God as He IS. (3:1-16) 
B. A FAITH beyond CIRCUMSTANCES. (3:17-19) !

This is the big question.  We are willing to trust God to forgive us.  But are we willing to 
trust God with our lives - the day to day living out or our vocations and relationships?  



Can we let go of the controls and just let God be God?  It’s the only way to allow growth 
to a faith that runs deeper than the circumstances our our lives. !
6. How can we know if we are surrendering to God as He is or how we want Him to 

be?  What role does Christian community play in helping us avoid mistakes there? 
7. Who do you know that has demonstrated a “faith beyond circumstances”?  What 

enabled them to live that way? !
IV. LESSONS for LENT… !

A. LIVING in DIALOGUE with God. (1:2, 2:1, 3:2) 
B. Not letting FEAR take CONTROL. (3:16) 
C. Carefully connect the OUTSIDE and INSIDE. (2:1) !

So what does Habakkuk help us with on our own journey through Lent?  He reminds us 
that this relationship we have with God is exactly that - a relationship.  One that we live 
our in dialogue with God.  He calls us to experience fear in the context of trust.  And to 
not get so distracted by what is going on around us that we forget to connect it to what 
is going on inside of us. !
8. When God is “silent” or you don’t understand is your first reaction typically to talk to 

Him or to turn away from Him?  Why? 
9. What areas of your life present you with the greatest temptation to fear?  Ask others 

in your group to pray for you in those areas, asking God to give you the strength to 
not give in to fear. 

10.What is God saying to you about your “inside” through the situations you are 
encountering “outside”? 


